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TOWARD CHICANO LIBERATION 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY POSITION 

AN OPPRESSED PEOPLE 

"Chicano" is a derivative of the Spanish word "Mexicano* 
It is also the word chosen and used by that section of the Mexi- 
can-American people who are the seekers of change. "Chicano" 
also embodies inspiration, pride, struggle, movement, and 
the desire to unify all of the Spanish-speaking peoples around 
the struggle for equal democratic rights and to bring about the 
redistribution of the nation's immense wealth for the benefit 
of all. 

Chicanos are a specially oppressed people of 10 to 12 million 
who populate large areas of the Southwest. They now reside 
also throughout the Midwest and other parts of the United 
States. They are related to Mexico through an epoch of their 
history whose rich heritage, constantly renourished by the flow 
of people between the two countries, continues to influence 
their customs and culture. Despite all efforts at repression, the 
Chicano people have retained the use of their historically ac- 
quired Spanish language, which constitutes a major factor in 
their consciousness of community, sustains national identity, 
fosters unity, and favors the cultivation of fraternal contact 
with the people of Mexico and all of Latin America. 

The brutal oppression of the Chicano people by U. S. monop- 
oly capital is indeed the oppression of a national group. Their 
status as second class citizens devoid of rights is an attempt to 
deprive them of any legal weapons to attain equal citizenship 
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with white citizens of the United States. The robbery of their 
lands, the attack against their language, is a racist attempt at 
cultural genocide. It is an attempt to weaken their struggle for 
liberation from the brutal attacks against them as a people with 
a distinct history, culture and desire for freedom and equality, 

Chicanos are descendants of the indigenous peoples who in- 
habited the Western Hemisphere before the arrival of the Euro- 
peans. The brutal conquest of the country by the Spaniards in 
the early part of the sixteenth century reduced its people to 
slavery and brought them under the political, economic, and 
religious domination of Spain for 300 years. This latter devel- 
opment, with interrelationships between Indian and Spanish, 
created the Mexican people, 

Chicanos have certain special cultural, ethnic and language 
ties of historical origin with Mexico. They are native to the 
Southwestern territory which was incorporated into the U.S. as 
a consequence of the war of aggression which the U.S. waged 
against Mexico in the middle of the 19th Century. Chicanos 
have made the greatest contribution to the development of this 
area, before and after the 1848 conquest. The fertile lands and 
mineral riches of the home grounds of the Chicano people and 
certain Indian tribes were plundered by the Anglo colonizers 
and white bourgeoisie who dominated the U.S. Not only were 
the holdings of the Chicanos seized, but the people were sub- 
jugated politically, ruthlessly mistreated, exploited economically, 
their culture and language suppressed, and their dignity and 
human rights violated. 

The role of the Chicano people in the rise of the U.S. nation 
which has taken shape on the territory of this country is a great 
one. Their blood, their labor, their resources have flowed into 
the building of the nation. The creative genius of this people 
has enriched the culture and contributed much to the wealth 
of the nation. Their investment in the building of the nation is 
great. This investment has earned them every claim to a secure 
status as a full-fledged and equal people with all other constit- 
uent national components. 

The oppression of the Chicano people is a particularly brutal 



expression of the profit-making motive of the corporate monopo- 
lists who dominate the capitalist system in our country. Only 
the monopolists benefit— in billions of dollars in super-profits— 
as a result 

Racism and white chauvinism continue to be the most highly 
exploitative factors pursuing the Chicano people today. Chicanos 
are confronted by these inhuman practices from the day they 
are born until their death. They have to confront racist practices 
daily in their work, from white fellow workers and from bosses, 
from doctors, teachers, policemen, neighbors and all strata of 
the white population, even from among those who claim to be 
their friends. 

This immense racism and white chauvinism led a young Chi- 
cana to express the following: 

You stole my land. 

You robbed me of my language. 

You kill my sons. 

You put me in your prisons. 

You make me poor. 

You shoot me down in the street or the open field. 

Yet you have the gall to say you are my friend! 

Chicanos know well the tactics of repression. They know that 
if they raise a cry of resistance they will lose their jobs, get shot 
down on the spot, put in jail, or that a massive police drive will 
be conducted to intimidate the whole barrio. All of this can be 
done without the slightest concern for their civil rights and the 
break-up of the family. (In 1954 deportations of Mexican and 
Chicano workers and families reached the astonishing figure of 
1,101,228, Among them were thousands of children born in the 
United States.) 

The special national and racist oppression of Chicanos is evi- 
dent in every aspect of life in the barrios: in the type of inferior 
jobs, in the excessive rate of unemployment, in inferior or non- 
existent health care, in miserable housing, in the lowest level 
of education, in lack of political representation. 

The working-class component of the Chicano population is 
proportionately very high, over 90%, This very important fact is 



reflected in the total working force in basic industry in the South- 
west, where Chicanos represent a high percentage of total em- 
ployment in steel, mining, auto and agriculture. 

This working-class composition is also reflected in the liber- 
ation movement's attitude toward bourgeois influences. They 
conduct a continuous effort to defeat political maneuvers to 
siphon barrio leaders into offices in Washington, D.C. for pur- 
poses of misdirection; they conduct a daily struggle against the 
Vendido cult (sell-outs); and they are attempting to break away 
from both major political parries. 

The ruthless oppression against Chicanos by the U.S. ruling 
class has a tendency to unite all strata of the Chicano liberation 
movement. This is reflected in the growing demand for the 
Spanish language as a second U.S. language. The realization of 
such a demand would be a heavy blow against national oppres- 
sion and would help unite the struggle of all democratic forces 
in the struggle for a better future. 

Despite the inhuman genocidal treatment by the U.S. ruling 
class, Chicanos have always responded to and often led national 
U.S. movements at any given point in history. They have played 
a role in wars, trade union organization, peace movements, and 
even U.S. cultural exchanges in such things as popular music 
or dance. 

The cause of Chicano liberation is a struggle that is fought 
out through special national forms and is a special front of the 
over-all anti-monopoly class struggle. Its objective is to free the 
people from the unequal status which the monopoly ruling class 
has imposed, with special compensating opportunities to make up 
for the long period of special deprivation, so that this people 
may attain their full stature in equality and dignity at a maxi- 
mum rate of development. Toward this realization, Chicanos 
seek to direct the strength of their numbers and promote 
national unity actions to secure a maximum of political repre- 
sentation, and to secure the economic means and cultural op- 
portunities in the areas where they live, for amassing the power 
to determine the course of their own development. 

The Chicano national movement is no isolated struggle, but 

4 






is an objective part of the democratic and revolutionary forces 
of the U.S. nation as a whole and of the world revolutionary 
process. This process is taking place today as capitalism has 
entered a new stage of its general crisis. The economic, political, 
and military structure of the post-war capitalist world is crumb- 
ling. The big monopolies are launching sharper attacks against 
the working class and oppressed peoples. Attempts to crush mili- 
tant moves in the barrios by police brutality, renewed massive 
deportation drives, intensified exploitation through low wages, 
speedup and rising unemployment are indicative of the increased 
oppression. 

But above all else, the new situation is giving rise to new 
mass reactions. The new stage of the crisis is stimulating new 
mass struggles on a new level. The new situation is going to 
compel all forces in the United States to re-examine their posi- 
tions and alliances. 

A Question for the Entire Working Class 

Chicano liberation is not a question of narrow concern only 
to Chicanos or the Southwestern part of the United States. Chi- 
cano liberation is a question of major importance to the entire 
U.S. working class. The oppression of the Chicano people is a 
particularly brutal expression of the exploitative reign and re- 
pressive rule of the capitalist owner class over the whole of the 
people of the U.S. The oppression of the Chicano people is a 
crime of capitalist class rule and a feature of its mechanism 
for extracting super profits from the masses whom it robs and 

exploits. 

The Indian and Chicano people were stripped of their land, 
and this gigantic plunder laid the basis for the most advanced 
capitalist form of agricultural developments in Texas, California, 
Colorado, and Arizona. Hundreds of thousands of Mexicans were 
brought across the borders, and together with Chicanos became 
the main source of labor in the mines, on the railroads, and 
later in steel, auto, the building trades and giant agricultural 
industry. 
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The rapid growth in the Chicano population in the past two 
decades has taken place almost entirely in the cities of the South- 
west. Now there is an increasing trend of Chicano migration 
into industrial areas of the Midwest and Eastern parts of the 
United States. This has been accompanied by the hiring of 
Chicanos in the most exploitative basic industries in the country. 

The organized workers, their unions, and all of their members 
face a common enemy. The same enemy, the capitalist ruling 
class, benefits from the oppression of the Chicano people. The 
total liberation of the Chicano people, therefore, cannot be 
separated from the struggle for economic security of all the 
workers. The key to victory in this joint struggle is unity of the 
entire working class-white, Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Asian, 
and Indian workers. 

The terrible divisive character of racism in the U.S. must be 
overcome. The main burden for achieving this rests on the 
shoulders of white workers. It is they who must become respon- 
sive to the special needs of the oppressed peoples in this country. 
That is the path to unity, which will allow the rising militancy 
of the struggles for liberation of all oppressed peoples to bring 
its dynamic force into the ranks of the working class and its 
organized sector, the trade union movement. 

The special needs and demands of the Chicano people are 
beginning to find limited expression in the working class. This 
was best demonstrated when sections of organized labor sup- 
ported the efforts of the agricultural workers to organize. The 
fight must still be waged to win the working class to fight for 
special programs to make up for the losses which Chicano peo- 
ple have suffered. 

The path to unity of the working class and the Chicano peo- 
ple is to build the independent strength of the Chicano workers 
and people, while at the same time winning the entire working 
class as a champion of the special needs of the Chicano people. 
This is a decisive task for all class-conscious workers. 

The rising militancy and unity of Chicanos strengthens the 
working class. Achieving unity of Black and Chicano workers 
adds vital strength to the working class and is a powerful at* 
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tractive force to white workers to unite in the joint struggle 
against the ruling class. 

Unity of the whole working class with the struggles of op- 
pressed peoples-Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Asian, and 
Indian-would be a formidable force, a qualitatively advanced 
coalition of pro-democratic movements, that would be the basis 
for a true peoples movement against the big monopolies that 
oppress the ovemhelming majority of the people of the U.S. 
This unity will be the basis for an anti-monopoly movement 
that can win political power, strip the big monopolies of their 
power, and make possible the transition to socialism. Stripping 
the big monopolies of their power will make it possible for the 
Chicano liberation movement to open the path to achieving its 
goals. The building of socialism will make possible and will re- 
quire the elimination of every aspect of oppression of Chicanos 
and other peoples and will make possible the full, all-round 
independent development of Chicano culture. 

The Chicano struggle for national liberation within the U.S. 
also has its relationship to the developing Latin American revo- 
lution against U.S. imperialist domination, feudal backwardness, 
oligarchy, reaction, and for independence, democracy, and 
socialism. The victories over imperialism which the Latin Amer- 
ican revolution has already achieved— socialist Cuba, progressive 
Chile, Peru, and others—have not only been a source of inspira- 
tion to the developing Chicano movement, but infuse the na- 
tional movement with new and profound ideological insights 
about the world revolutionary process. Through the common 
channel of the Spanish language now flows the literature of a 
new culture, the culture of the working class in its role as the 
leading force in the struggle to remove the yoke of imperialism 
from the backs of the oppressed and as the opener of the way 
to the creation of a new social system without exploitation or 
the oppression of peoples. 

Chicano Liberation and the Communist Party 

The main obstacle to the building of an effective anti-mono- 
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poly movement, the main obstacle to unity of the working class, 
the main obstacle even to the simple organization of the class 
into trade unions, is the poison of racism and chauvinism that 
the big monopolies spread to keep themselves in power. White 
Communists have a special and heavy responsibility in combat- 
ting this poison— to show their fellow white workers that in their 
own self-interest they must fight against racism as practiced 
against Chicano and Black workers, that the majority white sec- 
tion of the working class must be moved to full support of the 
struggles for Chicano and Black Liberation. 

The Communist Party, U.S.A. places great empfiasis on the 
full flowering of Chicano liberation. It places before the move- 
ment a scientific approach and analysis in order to enhance 
this all important development. 

Chicano Communists have always been active participants in 
this great struggle, in its ranks and as leaders, in the barrios, 
fields, and unions. 

In recent years the whole of the Party has not been involved 
in the fight for Chicano liberation. On this front, our work has 
been characterized by serious underestimation and neglect, This 
has prevented our membership from doing more to move the 
entire working class in struggle against the monopoly oppressors. 

The Party seeks speedily to correct this weakness by; 

1) Calling on the entire membership to study, discuss, and 
act on the special needs of the Chicano people; 

2) Making available to our membership knowledge of the 
most important writings of the Chicano movement— books, pam- 
phlets, and newspapers-in order to help further the mastery of 
this question; 

3) Establishing special Party committees to conduct research, 
study, and write books, pamphlets, and articles on the history 
and other aspects of the Chicano people's struggles; to prepare 
special Marxist study courses. Selected materials will be trans- 
lated into Spanish. 

4) Building our Party and press among the Chicano people; 

5) Taking special steps to guarantee the full participation of 
Chicano members in all sections and levels of the Party, 
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National and class consciousness are growing. Chicanos are 
demanding the right to determine their own destiny; the move- 
ments of the Chicano people increasingly battle for power, to 
be the main voice in the daily decisions affecting their lives. 

U.S. Communists— Chicanos, Blacks, Puerto Ricans, Indians, 
Asians, and whites— associate ourselves with these aspirations and 
demands. Communists will struggle to create the most favorable 
conditions to express these rights, free from social, political 
cultural, and legal restrictions. The best conditions for their 
realization will be in a socialist America. 

MASS MOVEMENTS OF CHICANOS 

The Chicano liberation movement today reflects an immense 
upsurge in consciousness, increased militancy, radicalization, 
struggle and study. 

It is marked by: 

• A conviction that all Chicanos are one people in the struggle 
against a common enemy, and a growing feeling of kinship with 
the cause of the working class and the freedom struggles of other 
oppressed people. 

• Militant struggle for democratic rights. 

• Growth of trade union and class consciousness, as expressed 
in trade union organization, in Chicano caucuses and rank-and- 
file movements. 

• Radicalization-expressed by a striving for political power 
through independent political action; by increased serious study 
of Marxist classics in Spanish and English, particularly among 
youth; by a study of the theory and practice of the world revo- 
lutionary movement, especially the revolutionary movements, 
heroes and heroines of Mexico, Cuba, and now Chile. 

• A blossoming of all forms of Chicano culture-literature, art, 
theater, music and dance. 

• Immense pride in the Spanish language; books, newspapers, 
magazines and scholarly journals written and published by Chi- 
canos; theater groups in colleges, cities, and small towns, that 
produce plays written about the people's struggles and perform- 
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ed by working class actors to audiences in the streets, local dance 
haHs, and union halls. Schools, colleges, and study circles where 
Chicano cultural heritage is taught, as well as hard-won Chicano 
studies programs in colleges, are also a source of great pride. 

• Increased participation by Chicanas in leading positions in 
the movement and intense discussion of the role of women. 

This upsurge has been the result of a number of factors. The 
crisis of U.S. monopoly capital has brought increased pressures 
to the barrio— increased unemployment, job discrimination, high 
prices, taxes, and police brutality. The racist, aggressive war in 
Vietnam, the disproportionate number of Ghicanos drafted and 
brought back in coffins, has raised strong anti-imperialist feelings 
and actions. 

Victories against U.S. imperialism around the world, particu- 
larly in Cuba and Chile, have been a source of inspiration to the 
Chicano liberation movement. The Black liberation movement 
in this country and now the rising Indian liberation movement 
have also inspired and influenced the Chicanos. Of basic impor- 
tance in growing consciousness has been the impact of the model 
achievements of the nationalities and former oppressed peoples 
of the Soviet Union where new freedom reigns— socialist in con- 
tent and national in form. 

Of special significance has been the historic victorious struggle 
of the farm workers against the giants of corporate agriculture, 
sparking an immense rise in the level of Chicano liberation. At 
the same time this organizing drive-directed by Chicano and 
Filipino leaders-was itself inspired and strengthened by the 
liberation movement The Farm Workers Union was a classic 
merger of trade unionism and national interests which produced 
a union with unique independence and vitality for an organiza- 
tion so young. 

Entire Chicano communities became an integral part of the 
struggle to organize the farm workers-one of the most exploited 
and oppressed sectors of the working class of the Southwest The 
dramatic 300-mile 1967 Easter pilgrimage from Delano to 
Sacramento-a mass form of struggle expressing the history, 
culture, and experiences of the Chicano people— typifies the unity, 
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courage, and creativity of the Chicano liberation movement. 

The wide national support by all sectors of the population to 
the boycott and strike gave expression to the people's deep anti- 
monopoly instincts and consciousness. The farm workers organi- 
zing drive continues to be one of the important struggles of the 
Chicano people and the entire working class. 

The struggle is now entering a new stage, with organizing 
drives across the entire United States through Texas into Florida. 
The continued and stepped-up support by organized labor and 
the entire working class in this effort is absolutely essential to 
the success of this drive. The success of this drive will unite 
hundreds of thousands of Brown, Black and white workers and 
carry the entire working class a giant step forward toward its 
liberation. 

A great portion of Chicano workers today are in basic indus- 
try: in the copper mines and refineries, in the steel mills, in 
auto and aerospace, as well as agriculture. They are a substan- 
tial part of the working force in packing, electrical, longshore, 
transportation, clothing, and the building trades. In 1970, Chi- 
cano income was 703S of the U.S. median income level. In Texas, 
half of all Chicano families have a total yearly income of under 
$3,500. 

Trade union leadership is often class-collaborationist and racist 
and does nothing about the problems and demands of Chicano 
workers that spring from their special oppression— job upgrading 
and training, seniority, organizing the unorganized, or the un- 
employment which is so disproportionately high among Chicanos. 

The situation is usually better in unions and locals that are led 
by Chicanos, where Chicano leaders at lower levels carry on an 
honest fight for the needs of the workers. But the only guarantee 
for a leadership that really fights in the interest of Chicano lib- 
eration is the organization and strength of the rank-and-file. 

Rank-and-file committees are growing in California and New 
Mexico, in the steel, copper, longshore, auto and teamsters 
unions. The further growth of this movement is necessary to 
insure that trade unions will do away with anti-Chicano prejudice 
and opportunist policies. By uniting with Black and white work- 
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ers, Chicano workers can vote racist and opportunist leaders out 
of office. The growth of the Chicano rank-and-file movement in 
unity with all workers points the way to a united, class-conscious 
working class movement that can win victories for all workers. 

Special Role o£ Chicanas 

In many communities Chicanas are emerging as leaders. Re- 
sponding to the crisis in living conditions caused by mass un- 
employment in the barrios, they have assumed a leading role in 
the fight for adequate welfare funds, food stamps, centers for 
pre-sehool children. Today Chicanas are teachers, nurses and 
community leaders, and more and more are fighting for higher 
education. 

Recendy, Chicanas in El Paso, Denver, and other cities have 
won the right to be elected to school boards and other public 
offices. Large numbers of Chicanas work for meager wages in 
unorganized stores, hospitals, laundries and restaurants. They 
are the majority of the power machine operators in garment 
shops of Los Angeles, El Paso, Laredo and other cities. 

As Chicanas have participated more and more in union and 
community activity and in various aspects of the Chicano libera- 
tion movement, they have increasingly asserted their right to 
share with their men in the leadership of the struggle. 

In addition to the common forms of male supremacy and 
discrimination against all women, Chicanas have the additional 
burden of racism and cultural tradition to combat We must 
recognize the critical importance to the movement of the strug- 
gle against all forms of male supremacy that divide and curb the 
full participation of Chicanas in the class struggle as well as 
the struggle for survival, equality, and liberation. 

We must recognize that this struggle is basically an ideologi- 
cal one, but it also has its serious personal effects. Therefore, it 
must be tackled with understanding and sensitivity, as well as 
firmness. Men must be won to understanding. The struggle 
against male supremacy is not just the responsibility of women, 
but a great responsibility falls upon the more advanced and 
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conscious men. 



Growth of Organizations 

Mutual protection and insurance societies were early forms 
of organization of workers in Chicano barrios. Their halls pro- 
vided meeting places for workers in struggle. Following World 
War II, Chicano veterans, inspired by their fight against fascism, 
formed the G.I. Forum to carry on the struggle for their rights. 
Chicanos organized the LULACS (League of United Latin 
American Citizens) to fight discrimination in public places, for 
election to office, etc. 

A feature of the present upsurge in the struggle for Chicano 
liberation is a tremendous growth of organizations in every part 
of the country. Some of these are: the Crusade for Justice, the 
Alianza Federal de Pueblos Libres, the Brown Berets, the Black 
Berets, the Mexican American Nationalist Organization 
(MANO), Mexican American Youth Organization (MAYO), 
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan (MECHA), Political 
Association of Spanish Speaking Organizations (PASSO), Mex- 
ican American Political Association (MAPA), United Mexican 
American Students (UMAS), Mexican American Unity Council, 
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund ( MAL- 
DEF), Chicano Moratorium Committee, La Raza Unida, and 
mushrooming independent community groups, together with a 
number of organizations connected with the churches* The Na- 
tional Welfare Rights Organization is a growing force in many 
barrios. 

The oneness in struggle of the Chicano people has been given 
dramatic impulse by the Plan Espiritual de Aztlan. Different 
sections of the Chicano liberation movement interpret the Plan 
Espiritual de Aztlan in varying ways, but all support the basic 
concept of Chicano unity and kinship with all sections of the 
Bronze Continent, including the Indian peoples of both North 
and South America. 

Support for the broad, cultural aspects of the Spiritual Plan 
of Aztlan takes different forms in different areas, In New Mex- 
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ico the main organization is the Alianza Federal de Pueblos 
Libres, which has a two-pronged program— to win back lands 
granted to groups of Chicano families and now in the hands of 
the federal government; and to fight for the language and cul- 
tural heritage of the Chicano people, for independent political 
action, and other democratic rights. In Colorado, it is the Cru- 
sade for Justice; in Texas and Arizona, La Raza Unida. In Calif- 
ornia, the concept of Aztlan is chiefly embraced by student 
groupings, and by youth in the Brown Berets and Black Berets 
and others. All of these organizations fight for the right to speak 
the Spanish language and foster pride in Chicano culture. All 
struggle against police brutality and the many other forms of 
oppression of Chicanos, including discrimination in jobs, housing, 
education. All struggle for independent political action. 

While young people are a leading force in these organizations, 
there are, in addition, youth groups that are among the most 
militant and have given a new dimension to the struggle. Out- 
standing among these are the Chicano Moratorium Committees. 
This organization started in California out of protracted struggle 
of the left-oriented students and other militants who organized 
against the war. It has drawn the largest single outpouring of 
the Chicano working class in opposition to the war. The first 
action, on August 29, 1970, called forth a tremendous response 
from 30,000 Chicanos, The ruling class became alarmed and 
answered the call to end the war with police violence. 

The Chicano Moratorium Committee then joined with the 
Comite Patriotico in calling on Chicanos to convert the tradi- 
tional September 16th celebration and parade commemorating 
Mexico's independence from Spain into a protest against the 
brutal police attack on this peace moratorium, an attack that 
included the gassing and clubbing of women and children and 
the police murder of the popular radio, TV and newspaper re- 
porter, Ruben Salazar. Attendance at the parade reached 
300,000 and far exceeded attendance at any previous commemor- 
ation of September 16. These August and September demonstra- 
tions accelerated the radicalization of the Chicano people in the 
entire Southwest and stimulated the organization of marches in 
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many different cities, as far east as Houston. 
Police Brutality and Repression 

The struggle against police brutality, particularly directed 
against youth, is a continuing struggle in every Chicano com- 
munity. Chicano youth are shot and killed by police with little 
or no provocation. "Justifiable homicide" or "self defense" from 
unarmed youth are becoming ever more commonplace. Selective 
enforcement of the law is used to imprison militant youth leaders. 
Charges based on the possession of marijuana— in many cases 
planted on the youth by police-result in months or even years 
in prison with years of parole status afterwards. 

With growing police informer and Intelligence" sections, 
frame-ups have become more common. These are directed against 
radicalized youth in particular. Every indication points to the 
fact that police brutality, frame-ups and imprisonment of mili- 
tants are the result of planned campaigns of suppression. In 
response to all this, multiple organizations have arisen, under- 
taking legal defense work in the barrios, prisoner support com- 
mittees, committees against police brutality, committees among 
prisoners, and movements to free political prisoners. 

The Texas Rangers, the racist FBI, and the Immigration Serv- 
ice, too, continue to be arms of the ruling class against Chicano 
workers. The understanding that the state apparatus is used to 
keep Chicanos under oppression has grown and so have the 
movements against brutality. In general, demonstrations, pro- 
tests, investigations, grand jury hearings, U.S. Civil Rights Com- 
mission hearings, have failed to result in prosecution of the 
guilty police. The Crusade for Justice in Denver has, however, 
won some victories against brutality and frame-ups by unrelent- 
ing exposure, packing courtrooms and bringing suits. 

The upsurge of the Chicano liberation movement and the 
national attention attracted have not only resulted in attempts to 
suppress the movement; they have also resulted in concessions 
in the form of the government's so-called "War on Poverty," 
OEO-sponsored neighborhood programs and grants by corporate 
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foundations and churches to militant leaders. While some Chi- 
cano leaders have made good use of these funds, others have 
been diverted or co-opted by these blandishments. 

These programs have brought little change in the living con- 
ditions of the masses, OEO programs have often been used to 
pit Chicanos against Blacks. Foundation and church grants have 
been used to dull militancy and do not always reach the people. 
Self-help community programs have been destroyed with founda- 
tion money. Dead-end "Chicano Barrio capitalism" schemes on 
one hand and the encouragement of "ultra-left* forces on the 
other, mislead people into dead ends and divert the people from 
the only path of struggle that can win victory: a united Chicano 
peoples' struggle based on the primacy of the interests of the 
Chicano workers and allied with the working class of all na- 
tionalities-white, Black, Puerto Rican, Indian, Asian-and all 
forces arrayed against the monopolists. 

In New Mexico, Southern Texas, parts of California and Ari- 
zona, a significant portion of the population speaks only Spanish, 
Many with a good working knowledge of English are not familiar 
with courtroom or other legal terms. But Colorado and Califor- 
nia currently require that English be used in the courtroom. 
Chicanos are often cheated in their attempt to defend themselves 
by the fact that they cannot understand the public defender. 
In East Los Angeles there are 235 lawyers in the public defend- 
er's office, but only one is Chicano. Bilingual police are often 
used as courtroom interpreters! Janitors are sometimes called in 
for that purpose. Interpreters often are unqualified, low paid, and 
not trained in legal terms so as to properly inform the Chicano 
defendant as to what is taking place. 

Chicanos often have difficulty communicating with probation 
or parole officers, because Chicanos are not employed in these 
offices. The police have frequently forced Chicanos to sign a 
confession or statement which they could not read. In casual 
traffic encounters the police often become violent when a Chi- 
cano cannot immediately understand their orders, 



16 



Struggles of Students 

The fight against the oppressive judicial and educational sys- 
tems is chiefly carried on by the youth, their direct victims. 
Chicano students are severely segregated in Los Angeles, Den- 
ver, Tucson, Phoenix and Albuquerque as well as smaller towns. 
In Texas there are schools with nearly complete segregation. 
Only four percent of the teachers in the Southwest are Chicano, 
compared to over twenty percent of the pupils, Fewer than three 
percent of school principals are Chicano. 

The "push out" rate of Chicano students is more than twice 
the national average, and the average number of school years 
completed by Chicanos— seven years— contrasts with the twelve 
years of education the average Anglo child gets. Throughout the 
Southwest, half the Chicano students are forced to drop out of 
school by the time they reach the eighth grade due to poverty 
and racist barriers. Also, their dignity is violated in an educational 
system soaked with Anglo cultural superiority. School strikes 
have taken place in every major city, with Chicano students 
demanding the right to speak Spanish and to be taught their 
cultural heritage. 

Political Action 



In addition to demonstrative actions, the political arena is a 
very important center of struggle. Chicanos on the whole have 
followed the national pattern of the working class in support of 
the Democratic Party. But voting of Chicanos has been very 
selective for candidates who support struggles for national lib- 
eration, and they have not hesitated to support a Republican 
or an independent candidate in elections where the Democrat 
was an anti-Chicano racist. 

In areas where a large proportion of the population is Chicano, 
La Raza Unida Party or other independent political formations 
such as the Peoples* Constitutional Party in New Mexico have re- 
ceived support. Crystal City, Texas, has been the most dramatic 
example, where 98% of the eligible voters registered and voted for 
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La Raza Unida. The school board and city council both are 
now controlled by La Raza Unida. In Edinburgh Texas, La Raza 
Unida won the sheriffs position, and in Cotulla elected the 
mayor. In Arizona, this party was newly launched in the 1971 
elections and pulled 10% of the vote in Tucson, In Denver, La 
Raza Unida's candidate for the Board of Regents received a vote 
of 10,000. La Raza Unida is the political expression of a version 
of the concept of Aztlan, and is likely to grow as evidence of the 
growing unity and political independence of the Chicano move- 
ment 

At the present time, however, the largest number of Chicano 
voters remains within the Democratic Party, where there is a 
striving for increased representation and for independent politi- 
cal action and organization. 

Chauvinism and racism spread by the ruling class has a poi- 
soning effect on the thinking of white workers and threatens 
the needed class unity of political action by different sections 
of the working class. This barrier has reinforced certain go-it- 
alone tendencies. A class conscious approach sees the objective 
unity relationship between the struggles of all workers, Chicano, 
Black, Puerto Rican, Asian, Indian, and white, Chicano liberation 
can best be advanced by united struggle. "Ultra-left" go-it-alone 
solutions put forward by Trotskyites, Maoists, and other such 
groupings can only lead to diversionary adventures away from 
the mass struggle. 

The Chicano in California is the most politically unrepre- 
sented worker in the entire Southwest. Although Los Angeles 
has more than a million Chicano residents, and is the third larg- 
est Mexican city in the world, it does not have a single Chicano 
city councilman. It is estimated that one in six new voters in 
California in 1976 will be Chicano. Already Chicanos are more 
than 16% of the population, but have only two representatives 
in the state legislature and none in the Senate. In the U.S. Con- 
gress, California has only one Chicano representative. 

Over a million new voters are now eligible to vote in Cali- 
fornia, enfranchised by ratification of the 26th Amendment, plus 
700,000 in Texas and significant numbers in other states. Large 

18 



numbers of these new voters will be Chicano, because Chicanos 
are a young population with the highest birthrate in the U.S. 
and a median age of less than 17 years. Most are registering in 
the Democratic Party, but the proportion of those registering as 
independents is greater than the average. 

ECONOMIC STRUGGLES AND DEMANDS 

Chicanos form a large section of the working force in the 
Southwest, including in such basic industries as aerospace, steel, 
mining and auto. We face the same problems that all workers 
face, but in addition, suffer special problems: super-exploitation, 
racism, suppression of our language and culture. 

Job security has special relevance because Chicanos are last 
hired and first fired. Their jobs are endangered by productivity 
drives, continued recessions of the economy, and runaway shops. 
Traditionally our people have had the lowest paid, most menial 
jobs; the hardest, heaviest, hottest and dirtiest jobs. Unemploy- 
ment among Chicano youth is double that of the population as 
a whole. 

Toward the solution of these problems, we propose: 

• An end to all examinations and certification procedures 
that serve as artificial racist obstacles to hiring and bar our peo- 
ple from jobs. We call for the elimination of all qualifying tests: 
written, verbal or other. 

• We call for the creation of massive employment programs, 
and unemployment compensation for those looking for their 
first jobs. 

• We demand a system of upgrading that does not relegate 
our people to the lowest paid and most menial jobs. 

• Access for Chicanos to all departments in original employ- 
ment in all plants. 

• Translation into the Spanish language of all company rules, 
memos, informational documents. 

The trade union movement has been failing Chicano workers 
in their general demands to the companies and also in their 
inner-union struggles. 
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• We demand that all union contracts, communications, elec- 
tion ballots and meetings be in the Spanish as well as English 
language. 

• All levels of leadership and leadership committees (nego- 
tiating committees, grievance committees) must include Chi- 
canes at least in numbers proportional to their employment in 
the plant. 

• We demand that unions recognize Chicano workers* cau- 
cuses which seek the strengthening of democratic principles— 
anti-discrimination, unity, full responsibility of leadership to 
membership and full implementation of grievance procedures 
without discrimination. 

A vast number of Chicano workers are unorganized. They 
work in areas such as hospitals, restaurants, retail stores, small 
factories and make up a large sector of farm workers as well as 
municipal workers (sanitation, water, utilities). We call on the 
trade unions to do massive organizing among these workers. The 
biggest stumbling block to the organization of Chicano workers 
is the fact that trade unions do not come into the barrios and 
do not use Chicano organizers. This organization requires the 
fullest involvement of the barrio community. Chicanos who live 
in the barrios can best fulfill the role of organizers. 

Lacking trade union organization, the following are immediate 
requirements for unorganized workers i 

• Minimum wages and labor law enforcement in all fields, 
including the coverage of Mexican workers who commute across 
the border. Employers must be enjoined against threatening the 
work permits of Mexican commuters who join unions. 

• Government and/ or employer paid health plans for all 
workers in unorganized places of work. 

THE BORDER QUESTION 

The problems connected with the border between the United 
States and Mexico are another unique feature of the Chicano 
question. Its roots are to be found in the aggressive war against 
Mexico in 1846-48, and the conquest of the vast rich regions of 
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the Southwest. 

For more than 120 years, the Mexican and Chicano peoples 
have given but formal recognition to this military-maintained 
border and denied its existence in practice. Movement across 
the border in both directions involves millions annually, within 
and outside of the framework of U.S. law. 

U.S. imperialism has always used the border to sharpen the 
racist exploitation and oppression of the Mexican and Chicano 
peoples. These same greedy U.S. monopolists, bandidos that 
control the fabulous resources of our country, also dominate 
major sectors of Mexico's economy. In this way, a huge unem- 
ployed army is maintained in Mexico, utilized by Anglo monop- 
olist interests as a ready source of cheap labor. They are shipped 
in, when needed, to maintain maximum rates of super-profits, 
prevent trade union organization, and project and intensify racist 
divisions among the workers. When used up, they are shipped 
out— deported— by the hundreds of thousands each year, includ- 
ing thousands of children born in the United States. The racist 
illegal practices that accompany these deportations do violence 
to the inalienable rights and humanity of the Mexican people. 

Border crossing between Mexico and the United States must 
be liberalized to do away with all forms of harassment, perse- 
cution and prosecution. Mexicans who enter the United States 
to work must be granted immediate legal resident status, with 
all rights similar to other residents. Present immigration quotas 
must be eliminated. Mexicans living and working in our country 
must have the right to reunite their families by bringing them 
into the United States. 

The Border Patrol along the U.S.-Mexican border in its present 
form must be abolished. All Immigration personnel who consti- 
tute a continuous source of racist repression, a constant threat 
to the lives and rights of the Mexican and Chicano peoples, 
must be removed. An end to racist raids, round-ups and de- 
portations of workers and their families! 

Every worker in the United States, including Mexican nation- 
als, must have the right to join trade unions without threats 
and fears of deportation, and be paid prevailing trade-union 
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wages and receive all of the benefits that are part of contract 
agreements. 

An effective watch-dog committee composed of labor repre- 
sentatives from both Mexico and the U.S. must be set up to end 
the super-exploitation by avaricious U.S. employers of workers 
from Mexico, 

All Mexican nationals who have been living in the U.S. for at 
least a year should be permitted, if they desire, to obtain U.S. 
citizenship in Spanish. 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEMANDS 

We call for Spanish as an official second language in the U.S. 

We call for bilingual education both in Spanish and English 
in all schools of the Southwest. 

We demand that the role of the Chicano people and their 
culture throughout history, especially the role of the Chicano 
working class, be integrated into the curriculum of all schools. 
We demand that textbooks throughout the U.S. be rewritten to 
eliminate false versions of U.S.-Mexican history, and to include 
the role of Chicanos in building this country. 

We demand an end to all classification of students, such as 
tracking, rating, IQ tests, which bars Chicano students from full 
educational advantages. 

We demand that free education begin at the nursery school 
level. 

We demand Chicano administrators and teachers in all sub- 
jects. 

We demand free breakfast and lunch for all school children. 

We demand open admission for all Chicanos who want to go 
to college, with funding of all tuition and living expenses. 

We demand that the government finance the establishment 
of Chicano colleges and universities, to teach all the professions, 
including those in science and medicine, with the curriculum 
taught in both Spanish and English. 

We demand an end to favoritism in placing white middle class 
youth in colleges and universities, and for a program for enroll- 
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ing working class Chicano youth in institutions of higher edu- 
cation. 

We call for opening schools to the community for use in hold- 
ing meetings, cultural events, youth activities, and for the pro- 
vision of personnel to implement these activities. 

We call for community control of all educational facilities, 
from nursery to university. 

Decent, well built, minimum rental public housing for the 
Chicano community must be made available in all sections of 
the community both in single-family and multi-family units. Ar- 
chitectural structure should reflect die culture of the community. 
In line with this, housing projects should include meeting and 
social halls, recreational facilities, laundries, proper maintenance, 
and educational and child-care facilities. Building, maintenance 
and administration should be done by the people from the area 
in proper representation. 

We call for interest-free loans for Chicanos who wish to pur- 
chase or rehabilitate their homes. 

We demand universal child care that is not glorified baby- 
sitting, but provides quality education in language and culture, 
to free Chicanas from some of the extra hardships women 
endure. 

We demand free, all-inclusive, high quality medical care, fed- 
erally financed. Special attention needs to be focused on build- 
ing community hospitals and granting scholarships to train Chi- 
cano doctors and nurses. 

We demand an end to blatant racist and chauvinist portrayals 
of Chicanos on TV programs and in advertising, in movies, 
literature and in all other mass media. Ample TV time should 
be given to programs that portray Chicano culture and history, 
and the special contributions Chicanos are making today. 

We call for bilingual TV and radio programs, and for employ- 
ment of Chicanos in all mass media, at least in proportion to 
their numbers in the population of the Southwest. 

Federal and foundation funds should be given to help develop 
cultural programs and activities in all Chicano barrios, including 
centers for art, music and dance. 
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We demand an end to all forms of discrimination against Chi- 
canos and the fullest application of the Bill of Rights in every 
aspect of life, including all those who live or work in this 
country. 

Police brutality and harassment are a basic factor of racial 
oppression of the Chicanos. We demand an end to police bru- 
tality and harassment. In the interim, there must be proper in- 
vestigation of cases of police brutality, filing of charges, and 
prosecution of police offenders. Civilian review boards made up 
of Chicanos, or other forms of community control, with the 
power to hire or fire and take disciplinary action against police, 
should be set up in the barrios. 

We demand an end to police provocations, police spies and 
provocateurs and any form of bribing of individuals by police. 
Local, state and federal authorities must stay out of the affairs 
of the Chicanos in the barrios. 

Total reform of the judicial system is required, to insure 
among other things that all proceedings are in the language 
preferred by the defendant, and where Spanish is chosen, to be 
interpreted by Chicanos. Chicano judges must be appointed. The 
right of Chicanos, whether registered voters or not, to serve on 
juries, so that we may be judged by a jury of our peers, must 
be enforced. 

Federal legislation is required to insure that elections at every 
level use material in both Spanish and English, and to insure 
that Chicanos are not hampered in exercise of the franchise in 
any way. 

We demand elimination of all barriers to the right of Chi- 
canos to run for office, including filing fees. This includes free 
access to mass media in all electoral campaigns on an equal 
basis with other candidates. 

We demand an end to all restrictions on Chicanos which 
hamper the development of political parties and the creation of 
a peoples' party. 

The concept of "one man, one vote" must become a reality 
and all gerrymandering to restrict full representation of Chi- 
canos must be halted. All areas must immediately be redistricted 
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to allow maximum representation of Chicanos. 

Taxes must be overhauled to remove the weight of the tax 
burden from working people in general, and from Chicanos who 
are particularly hard hit because our incomes are among the 
lowest. The present method of apportionment of money derived 
from school taxes must be abolished in every state, and the states 
must take control of school tax money and proportion it so that 
there is equality of education for every child, no matter in which 
community he or she lives. 

We demand a program of radical land reform to return the 
land to those who work the soil. 

We demand low-interest loans from Federal Land Banks to 
assist small farmers and cooperatives, We demand passage of 
Representative Augustus Hawkins' bill, 'The Community Land 
Grant Act of 1971* (HR 9422), to reinstitute the community 
land grant as provided for in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
and the Protocol thereto. 

We demand freedom for Angela Davis and all Chicano and 
other political prisoners. We demand freedom for our Mexican 
brothers and sisters imprisoned as a result of political repression 
in Mexico. 

Chicanos, Blacks and other oppressed people who suffer the 
most as a result of the effects of the Vietnam War and lose 
vastly disproportionate casualties in this genocidal war, must 
continue to play a leading role in the struggle to end this war 
immediately. The historical practice of U.S. imperialism-as dem- 
onstrated by the conquest of Mexico in 1848 and the numerous 
subsequent violations of its sovereignty, the invasion of the Do- 
minican Republic, together with repeated economic and military 
intervention in other Latin American countries and throughout 
the world-must be forced to a halt. We pledge to work within 
our country to end all U.S. aggression and to bring about the 
immediate lifting of the economic blockade of Cuba, and to stop 
any retaliation against nations seeking full independence, such 
as Chile. 






